WHAT DO
THE MANURE
SCORES MEAN?

The manure is more liquid than solid, with a cream
soup consistency and possible gray color. The rumen
isn’t functioning correctly, and what’s passing through
is essentially water. This can also be an indication of

acidosis and rumen upset. It is most commonly seen
in feedlot diets.
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Manure doesn’t stack up properly. The manure pat is

usually less than 1 inch thick and relatively runny or
nearly liquid-like. The color will generally be the normal
manure brown, typically experienced when forages are
lush in the spring.

This is the ideal manure score to aim for year-round in
your cow herd. It has a normal manure pat form and will
be relatively firm and retain its shape.

The manure pat is thick and becomes more profound,
yet it is not stacking. Rumen is not balanced for protein,
carbohydrates and fiber degradability. It tends to
happen when corn is added to the diet, and you’ll see
undigested corn particles in the manure.

The manure pat is firm and stacks over 2 inches high.
It can also resemble horse manure in its look because
undegraded fiber passes through the rumen. You can
break open the manure and see the fiber.
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